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1 nde bf Sins. wil 
Charity Mall a, e of Sins. Mac 
5 NY OD, bethanked, the frequent Returns of ſuch Pio 
Meetings as theſe, in this Rich and Charitab 
'F 4 CITY, bave made the General Argument of CH, 
| RITY, the Nature and Chief Properties, the ſeve 
at Grounds and Reaſons of this Duty ſo well underſtood, that, 
Entertain you with a Diſcourſe at large on that Subject, wou 
be a very needleſs and uſeleſs attempt. So many Eminent Pe 
have gone before, in This Way, à have left it very difficu 
for thoſe who come after either to ſay any thing which The 
| have not laid, or got to ſay That much worſe, which T 
| Upon This Accont ; and becauſe, indced, I take general UB 
| ſcourſes, for the moſt part, to be like Large Proſpects, where M ift 
| Eye is loſt by the wide Compaſs it takes, andſees ſo many thin the 
| at once, that it ſees nothing diſtinctly; I have choſen at preſci 
to point your Thoughts only on One Particular Property 
this Great Vertue, which hath been not often handled, I thing 
and even Then, not always well underſtood : It is That whit 
the Apoſtle St. Perer propoſeth to Us in thoſe few words I ha 
read ro you Charity ſhall Cover the multicude of Sins. 
Few as they are, they will ſufficiently employ our Though 
at this time, if we conlider, in the Nina 
I. Firſt place, the ſeveral Explications that have been give 
of pag and farizhe our ſelves, which of Theſe ought to tal 
place. It, 
II. Secondly, We tree That One True Genuine Meaning ( 
the Words-trom the Exceptions which lye againſt. it. Tf, 
III. Thirdly, We eſtabliſh the Truth laid down upon 
Proper Grounds and Reaſons. And if, e 
| IV. Fourthly, We make ſome few uſeful Deſtructions from 
155 V. After this is done, rhe little Time that is left will pr 
perly be ſpent in Applying what hath been ſaid more imac! 
ately. ro the Occaſion of this Preſent Aſſembly. 
I. Charity ſhall Cover the multitude of Sinn. 
There is ſearce any man, I believe, who hears theſe Wor 


el 


Vertue of Charity is of ſo great price in the Sight of God, that Thoſe 
Perſons, who.. poſſeſs and exerciſe it in any Eminent manner, are po- 
culiarly Entituſed ro the Divine Favour and Pardon, with regard to 
numberleſs Slips and Failings in their Duty, which they may be Other- 
wiſe guilty, of: this Great Chriſtian Perfection, of which they are Ma- 
fters, ſhall make many Little Imperfections to be over-look'd and un- 
obſery'd; it ſhall Cover the multitude of Sins. 


Pio This, 1 ſay, is the account, which every man naturally gives himſelf 
1ta" if theſe Wards, at his firſt hearing them; and it is for that very Reaſon 
- HArobable, t as This is the Trac and Genvine account of them. For, ſup- 
everWoling the 0 gar: Text to be well and clearly render d in our Verſion, 
at, vill, I am of opinion, be found, that Thar Senſe ot any Paſſage, which, 


ter attending to the Force of the Words, and to their Coherence wich 


you! 

Pe bat goes before, and what follows, Firit occurs to the Mind, is gene- 
che the Jaſteſt and Truck, 

"T7 Ibis bach not however been always thought a Good Rule in the preſent 


their plain and familiar meaning, to carry ſomewhat of a ſuſpicious 
Pond with them, and to border a little ( as They Tought ) en the Papal 
Wodrine of Works Meriroriaus, have, therefore, taken ſome Pains to give 
Diſterent Interpretation of them. 7 ſhall offer, firſt, to your view ſome 
Wt theſe miſtaken Senſes, eber I come to conſider That which, I think, was 
Wrteaded by St. Peter ; becauſe Each of theſe doth certainly propoſe a 
lear and Appoſite Truth to us, tho perhaps not truly drawn. from the 
e now before us. | 


gat particular Inſtance of Charity, which we call Good- Nature: by which 
e paſs by little Slights and Injuries, interpret things in the Beſt ſenſe, are 
r apt totake, or return an Aﬀront, not forward to publiſh, or believe 
ill Report of any One: by which we turk our eyes always toward the 
t fide of a man, and chuſe rather to look on his Vertues, than his Fai- 
Nies; and by which we conſtantly interpoſe our Good Offices, where- 
er, we thing, they may be Serviceable, either to the compoſing Old 
ifferences, or preventing New ones. 2 G5, 

And This Senſe is grounded upon 2 ſuppos i Relation there is between 
heſe. Words in St. Perer, and Thoſe in the Proverbs ; Hate ſtirreth up 
riſet, but. Love covereth all Sins, Prov. 10. 12. Now, tho! indeed, in 

Tran/{ation, there is ſome Similitude between the worcs of the Text, 

d this Paſſages in the Proverbs; yer as ic lyes in the | 
Piuagext- Ver ſien (which the Apoſtles made uſe of,) it * AN 

vo ſuch K eſemblance of the Text as may mike it o οοανiνν. 

pbable that the One ought to be expounded by the O See pſ. 41. 
er Os the contrary it deſerves obſervation, that, where , p 32. x, and 
r the Greek Phraſp , which is here tranſlated by Co- Nehem. 4. . 
ing Sin, occurs in Scripture, it _— 7 ſignifies. 33 
6 2 that 


hat is. not ready to frame * This Senſe of them; * That the 


ſe. For ſeveral Pious, and ſome Judicious' men, finding the Words, 


Firſt, then the Words have been underſtood to contain an account of 


autor wo 
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that Pardon of Sin which 
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.which the Apoſtle introduces them: 


N 


Words immediately beſore the Text) 


Ads and Offices of Guo - Nature. If they, to whom 1 85 TE e 
| | were above all things to have fervent Charity among thhemſe Ives, t CPU 
not be for This Reaſon, becauſe Charity vould render them inoffenſive . 
1 wards Others, and not eaſie to be offended Themſelyes. For tho This 

a commendable Degree of Vertue, and; very fit to be enjoyn r 
not frequently practis d; yet. can it nat deſerve that peculiar 1 mph | 
_ and Screſs which is here laid upon it. Eſpecially, if ue confider ir ag fy 
| ceeding the mention of thoſe more important and neceſſar Duties, 


1. an lace, 
which the Apoſtle exhorts them iu the preceeding Ven, in, Being Job: A 
ana watching ant Prayer . Abo ve all which, it canner | ſuppos d; chi os 


the Duty of converſing with one another according to che Rules of Goa and 
Nat ure and Gentleneſs ſhould be enjoy n d. N 
Ihe Words, therefore, have in the Second, place, been thus alſd inte 


« 4 


preted, Charity ſpall Cover the multitude of Sims chat 3.00 s the excellet 
Grotius, it will have a mighty Influence towards reclaiming Sinners fro! 
| the Errour of their Ways; the Conſequence ot which is, That the 5 
1 of Men thus reclaim'd, are pardon'd, or cover d. Charit , which'is y in 
5 exalted l. ovYe of God and our Neighbour, will make us induſtrious in pr. 
curing Glory to the Obe, by the Salvation of the Other. It Will ercat 
a mighty Zeal for the lutereſts of Vertue, and the Honour of the Goſpe 
| aud the Good of Souls; and it will run through all the Difficulzies that 
F in che way towards ſo good and wad, with Readincſs and Pleaſure. 
will not be frighten d from making Attempts even on Thoſe of the fi 
Fs. Rank in Wickedneſs, the moſt Hardned of Men, becauſe it knows, th: 
Thetrr Revolt from Sin to Vertue.( it it can be compaſe d ) will be ( Fave 
mighty Conſ:quence to Religion, and will probably draw whole Troog Pur 
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oF of Common Sinners along vit hit: The Senſe they have of their Own Sill «. 9 
being cover d, will make Them alſo cager, in their turn, to cover tho © by 


| — Meth hat il co. vos A co. 3 ak 
{ .. , , This is a very Good and Pious Senſe of the Words, but (I believe, 
| will bo allow'd me.) no very Eafie and. Natural.One : they mult be rack 
Ss e'cr they can be brought to confeſs This, Meaning, However it was wha: 
that Learued Perſon was led into by a former Explication he had made 
a Parallel place in St. 7amnes.; Which 1 ſhall crave leave ro produce 
\ lenght, and to comment upon, becauſe I rake it ro be the Key of the T. 
WE which eaſily and readily lets us into the True ſenſe of it. Bret hren (fa 
St. James, at the Concluſion of his Epiſtle) if any One of you do Err fri 
the Truth, and One Convert him, let him know, that he which cone! 
71 > — 5 7 tl 
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5 4 Sinner, from the Errour, of L,. ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, 


d ſpall Vide . Multitude of Sins, James 5.19, 20. He intended to ſnut 
bis Epiſtle with recommending to them One of the molt important and 
efol Vercues, That | of endegvonring the Converfion and Reformation 
Men. And he intended alſo to ſtir them op to the exerciſe of rhis Ver- 
e by the molt powerful Motiygs he could propoſe; What are they? Why, 
it, That He wha*corverteth a Siuner from the Errour of hu¹ ways, ſhouid 


115 onſider, chat he ſaverh a Soul from Death ; and then, ſocondly and chiefly, 

bat he N allo cover a midltitude of Sins. Whole Sins ? Thoſe of 

7 ke Converted Perſon ?” Nay, but That was already "ſaid and much more 
Gu thas 12 in foregoing Motive, He ſhall ſave" a Soul from Death: 3 
-- ar ſurely the ſaving a Soul from Death, necefſarily includes and preſup- | 


oles the Remiſhon of it's Sins? "It mut then be meant of His Sins who 
kes, and not of His who. becomts, che Convert: And Thus indeed this 
aft Clauſe carries New Motive in it, diſtinct from That in the Former; 


170 nd ſuch an One as riſeth beyond ir, ahd more ſenſibly roucherh thoſe to 
{| hom it is addreſs'd; and was therefore-fit to be propos d in the Laſt 
| 6 „ec, ad 50 be left, as a Sting, in their Minds. Tis as if St. Zames had 


id, more at lenght, Let ſuch an o know, that He ſhall, by This Means, 


Po not only {ave a Soul from Death, f thopght This it (elf be a very Great 
ad Delicable Thing) bur ſhal! % ( which more nearly concerns him) 


ſecure to himſelf on this account the Pardon of many Sins. 

Now. the Words of St. Fames here explain'd, are exaclly the ſame with 
hole of St. Peter, in my Text; and the Occaſion upon which they are ju- 
roduc'd, and their dependence on the Context is much the ſame in both 
laces ; except only that they are uſed in my Text as à Motive to Chari- 


0 y in general, but in St, James, with regard only to One main and emi- 
rh ar Branch of ir, the Converlion of Souls: What therefore St. James | 
ole cans by them, is meant allo by St. Peter: and, conſequently, rhat moſt — . * | 
wg pbvious and Eahe Senſe, which I mention'd at the Enrrance of this Di. 
e. Nourſe, is, in all probability, the Trueſt : And, as foch, I ſhall take the | 
wu} fi iberty here once again to repeat it. It is This, Thar the Vertue of Cha- 


7 rity is of ſo great price in the ſight of God, thit I hey, who poſkſs and 4 
| be ( exerciſe it in any Emigent Manner, are peculiarly entirl'd to the Divine * 


roo Favour and Pardon, with regard to numberleſs Slips and Fa:lings in their 
185 Duty, which they may be Ochervis guilty of. This great Chrittian Per- 
7 * fechon, of which they are Maſters, ſhall make many little Imper fectscus 


to be. gverlook?d and unpblcry'd ;- I ball Cover the multitude of v.. 
Nor are there wanting Parallel Places in other parts of Holy Writ, 


25 bich confirm. this Incerprecarion of the Words, and the Doctrine cou- 
* un d in it. For, beſides thole Palfages in the Apocryphal Writers, whick 
ade redn affem that l, ſpall pit away Sin, Tob. 12: 9. ad thar As 


Water gaencheth Flaming Fire, fo Alm maketh an Aronemieut fot Sinks , 
Wccluſ. 3. zo, there are in the Books of Proverbs art Dauiel, tuo Texts, 
ery expreſs to this purpoſe; ln The firft of theſe Hſe Man declo res, tha 
Mercy and Tiuth Iniquity u purged; Prov. 16. 6. and in the Hater tlie 
- T | , 1 * RA $13 10 454.2 Prophet 
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Prophet couaſels Nebuchadnezzeor, to . his Sini by Righteouſne iſ" 
Dan. 4. 27. (or rather, as jt is in all che, Aacient Verſians, to redeem HN 
Sins by Alme-deeds) and hu Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy ts the Poor, A 
| were it proper in this Place to vouch the Teſtimony of the Earlyeſt Wr 
ters of the Church, it were eaſie to produce, from their Works, Paſſag 
without Number, wherein they ſpeak the ſame Language 

I feat I have been tedious in ſetling the Senſe of the Words: but it 
no more than was requifite, in ſo important a Point, ſo little inſiſted 
from the Pulpit; and which may. be thought liable to ſome Jult Exceprio 
II. Theſe I am now, in the Second Place, to propoſe, and ſhall et 
deavour to remove» The doing of which will give me an Occuſion of cle 

ring the Senſe, and limiting the Bounds of this Truth more exactly at 
ully.. * Ea ch FN 
The Firſt add Great Exception againſt This way of Expounding t 
Text is, that it gives too great a Colour to the Popiſh Doctrines of Meri 
and Supererogation; and ſeems to leſſen the Worth of that only True at 
Proper Satis faction for Sin, made by our Saviour on the Croſs, For, 
This Rate, what need of Remiſſion of Sin in Every Cafe by the Blood 
Chriſt, fince We our ſelves are in Good Meaſure capable of making t 
Atonement ? We, who have it, it ſeems, in our power, by the Exerciſe 

one Particular Virtue to ſ cure a Pardon to our ſelves for NegleQing i 
the Reſt; and can blot out the Remembrance of aa Ill ſpent Life, by 
Few Acts of Charity at the Cloſe of it? As if God ſo. mucn bcholde 
to us for our Good Deeds, as to be bound for Their ſakes to forgive 
our Ill Ones! Or, as if the Performance of Our Duty in One Caſe, co 
make any manner of Amends to Him for our Nonperformance of it in 
nother ! This, ſay They, is very Eaſie and Comfor table Divinity! 

To take off the Force of This Ohjection, it will be requiſite to refledFatce 
lictle on theſe following Canſiderations. And. | | 
ift. We muſt Explain our ſelves a little more particularly, what is 
de underſtood by that Charity, to which the Promiſe of the Text is mad; 
What it is in the Nature and Extent. add what in the Intention and Deg 
ot it. 5 nt? E 
às to it's Naturg and Extent, it muſt be underſtood to ſiguiſie not bare 
ly Ads of Relief to the Poor and Needy, as the Vulgar and Confit 
Ute of the Word imports; but, more largely, all the ſeveral ways of ( 
21ver/al Beneficeuce and Rindeſi, by which one Man can be ſerviceable | 
another. Farther, it expreſſes not the Outward Material Aff only, | 
muſt be ſuppos d to take in alſo the Vtal Form of it, that {award Pri 
.ciple of a Sincere Lowe towards God and Man, from whence it regul 
H ws; and ſeparated from which, the meer external AR is a Lifeleſs ſuch a 
Uſeleſs Performance. And Then, even of Charity thus Largely unde rſtoqſ applyi 
it. is wot 4 Common Degree that is meant here; ri to an Incenſe or ff hey 
vent Charity, to a mighty and extraordinary meaſure of it, that t 

Migb'y and extraordinary Bleſſing is expreſiy fad to belong. Popilh 
. Even of this Exalted Degree of Charjty it is not ſaid, 5har it lar, e 


vir all mann ar of T. ST, 7) Groſs and Heinous ſocver ; The 
ords of the Text do by no mgans carry us to aſſert thus much concern 
a Mg it : but only (as You have heard them Explain d to Vou)ſeem to ſay, 
Wil hat it hall be our Excuſe for many Leſſer Neglecis and Failings in our 
ne outy, many Sins of Infirmity, Surprize, and Daily Incurſion; which are 
eoperly enough ſtybd he mulritude of Sins : It ſpall Cover ſuch Offences 
ly, as are conſiſtent with a ſtate of True Charity; and ſurely Thoſe can- 
zot be very Groſs. and Preſomptuous. For He, who lives in the Perfect Ex- 
reiſe of that Fervent Charity, whuch the Text recommends, abounding 


nel 


m hi 


1 ea vardly and Outwardly in all the various Inſtances and Expreſſions of it, 
N ad in thoſe ſeyeral Vertues and Graces which do naturally, atteud it: 1 
Je. whoever he is, that is throughly poſſeſt and ated by this Divine 


principle of Love, cannot be ſuppos d capable of committing any Heinous 
bins, whilſt he is under the Guidance of it: And as for Thoſe, which be 
tad fallen into before the attainment of this Gift, They were certainly ro- 
nitted alſo and cover d, before the attainment of it; elſe; doubtleſs, he 
ad never attain'd it. So that no. Great Guilt of any kind can well be 
hought to harbour in thar Breaſt, where true Charity dwells, 

Indeed, it is not univerſally certain, that, when-ever God remits the 
Jt of Sin, he remits the Puniſhment too (the Temporal Puniſhment, I 
mean : ) far Wicked Men, upon their Return to Vertue, do not ſeldom 


equences-of it not prevented and they can, therefore, often trace the 
Steps of their Former Miſdoings, in the ſeveral Evils of Life that afterward 
defal them. And in This Senſe, therefore, it may be, and is probably 
ue, that Charity ſhall cover many Sins, even of the firſt Magnitude; 
46; it (hall pre vent the Temporal Iuflictions due to them, and often, even 
after Pardon obtain d, purſuing the Committers of them: But it contri- 
butes to a removal of the Guilt only of ſuch Feailties and Infirmities of a 


herefore, to except againſt the Doctrine laid down, as encouraging the 
haratable Man to expect Remiſſion of all manner of Sins, how great and 
how numerous ſoever, is to load it with a Difficulty which doth no ways 
. belong to it. But | 


|, chat they are cover d by Acts of Mercy and Charity in any ſenſe, but 
Wwhat includes the Application of the Merits of our Saviour's Blood, the 
only Fountain of SatisfaRipn for all Kind of Sins, for the Leaſt as well as 
che Greateſt: It is true indeed, and granted, that the Blood of Chriit a- 
lone can enpiate Sin: However, this hinders not but that God may make 
ſuch aud ſuch Ads of Ours, the Condition and Grounds (as it were) of 
applying the Virtue of that Blood to us. And thus Our Gοd Works, tho 
Joey are not the Mrri terious, yet may become, if I may ſo ſpeak, the Oc- 
ona! Cauſe of Pardon and Grace to us. And if This be eſtabliſhing the 
I eopiſh. Docttine of Salvation by Works, then hath our Saviour Himſelt, I 
bear, efteblih'd' it, in that Divine Form * Prayer, in which he hath taught 

; 4 | us 


* 


find, to their Caſt, that a Sin be pardon d, and yet all the Ill Con- 


Weſler ſize, as may be thought conſiſtent with a ſtate of Charity. And 


zaly, Exen as to theſe ſlighter Omiſſions and Failings, it is nor pretend- 


— — aro — 


F o 


ut to fay, Forgive Us Our Treſpaſſes, ic forgive Thoſe that Treſpaſ 
Again Ur. At We forgive Thoſe ! I. e. Inaſmuch” as, on That very ac. 
count (among Others) berauſe, we forgive Thote that Treſpaſs againſſ 
Ds. Where, we ſee, the Exercife of one great Inftance of Charity, For- 
\ _ giveneſs of Enemies, is made the Ground of our asking and expecting 
re e orgs ron ons” 
ly and Laſtly, It follows not, that becauſe ſo Vaſt a Recompence 
| | is promis d to a Fervent Clurity, therefore the Exerciſe of it is in the way 
of Supererogation, ſo that we might have let it alone without Fault or 
Blame. We may be ſtrictly, and by the very Letter of the Law, oblig'd to 
it; and yet it may include ſo high a pitch of perfection, and one ſo ſeldom 
arrain'd, that God may think fit, where ever it is attain'd, mightily. to 
reward it; and to eneourage us towards doing our Duty in ſome One Great 
Point, by an aſſurance, that in many ſmaller Inſtances he will not be Ex- 
b tream to mark what i dene amiſi by us. Our Gracious Maſter deals with 
| Us in This Caſe, as a Man ottentimes doth with his Servant; It he be 
Truſty and Faithful to him in à Buſineſs of Great Concern and Moment, 
| tho* his Duty bound him to be ſo, yer ſhall That piece of Eminent Ser- 
1 vice excuſe a Thouſand Neglects and Failings upon Other Occaſions. 
| | There is yet a Sztond ObjeFion, tho' indeed ſo {light an One, as, after 
the Former hath been remov d, is ſcarce worth mentioning. It is taken 
| from that Saying. of our Lord, That They i Love much, to whom 
much hath been forgiven, Contrary to which the I ext, as here expounded, 
X ſeems ro'affirm, that They who do love much, $47 have much Forgiven 


2 them. Bur theſe two Truths are eaſily reconcil'd. For it is not hard to un- 
|} derſtand, how That, which-is the Cauſe of a thing in One Reſpect, may 
14 be the Effect of it in another. And accordingly, it may be very true, that 
Hue, who is Forgiven much, will, for that very reaſon, Love much : And 
it maybe as True; that He, who thus Loveth much, becauſe much hath 
deen Forgiven him, ſhall, on that very account, have much more For» 
given him. Tis juſt the ſame Caſe as berween Me and my Friend; I may 
| _  * paſſionately love him, becauſe he hath-pardon'd me the Great and many 
mjuries 1 formerly did him, while we were at Variance : And again, the 
Knowledge he hath of my Love may incline him to paſs over agy Future 
Miſtakes and Miſcarriages, whereby I may happen to offend him. 

| III. The Doctrine being thus fix d, and freed from Exception; I go on, 
. as I propos d, in the Third place, to enquire into the Greunds and Reaſon: 
| of this Wondrous Efficacy, fo particularly attributed to the 'Kxerciſe of 
+ Charity: for we read hot that God hath annex d this Promiſe ro any Other iſ 
\ | © Grace, or Vertue of the Chriſtian Life whatſoever, but to This only, that 
it ſhall rover Sin; af which theſe ſeveral Acconts may, vith ſome Froba - 

| k | , biliry, be given. t. uU ag „ d ele $414 12/2270 G Zain 0 | 
| - 1, That it was really more fir and proper that ſuch a Return as this 

| 


duld be made to Charity, than to any Other Vertue ; becauſe.ir\adjults þ 
and proportions the Reward of Acting to the Act it ſelf; and makes the ſhy 
Duty of Man towards God, and the Bleſſing of C od n ogu 
i . ado k | In $ '#1 ks oy" 2 a 01 


. k . © 
* 
; 4 


— — — — * — — — — — — — — 1 — * 

— £ 3 * „ 

f * — _ | 48 ' C 
* 


abet Duty, to have à near Relation and Reſemblance to each other. 
* explain my ſelf in this manner: The chief Employment, the higheſt 


ol Noint and Petfectiou ot Charity is, to paſs by the Offences and Injurics 
or- H Men ; to pardon the Malice of our Enemies, and the Ingraritude or 
ing ur Friends. To him therefore who advänces to thi Height of Vertue, 


od bath very aptly and ſuitabiy promis'd, that his Faults" ind Offences 
oo ſhall be pardon d: as he deals with his Neighbour, (5 vill God deal 
ith hum: Mercy ſhall be ſnew'd upon him, who ſhews Mercy“: Tt we for- 
ive other Men their Treſpaſſes, then will our Heavenly Father forgive 
0 Treſpaſſes alſo. There is, you ſee, a ſtrict Analogy berwixr rhe 
keward annex d, ànd one great Inſtance oF the Vertue enjoin'd: which is 
od method of putting us in mind of what we are to do, by his Promiſes 
s well as his Commands; and of exciting us to endeavour aftet a Per- 
Sion, not eaſily arrained; by aſſuring us, that the Exerciſe of it ſhall, 
h the very ſame kind, return doubly and tiebly into our own, Boſom, 
"_ | ee d Pas. e 
2aly, The Good and Charitable Man is peculiarly enritaled rg the Par- \ 
on of many Sins, becauſe he is in a peculiar manner liable to incur the 
ile of many; either from the Natural Frame and Make of his Mind, 
hich diſpoſes him to this Vir tue, or from the very Exerciſe of the Virtue 
ſelf, pL" | g | | 
Charity is graſted always on Good Nature, and a Sweetnefs of Diſpo- 
tion: Which though ic be a Temp« x of Mind very lovely and deſirable ; 
et is it ſuch as, in the Circumſtances' of our prefciig Imper fect State, 
ath its Ilnconveniencies; and is what makes Converfarion dangtrovs in 
World, where we are ſarrounded wi h Temprations, It hinders us 
om arming our ſelves with that obſtinate Reſclution of Mind, that 
obborn incomplying Virtue, which is requiſite to preſerve a Man unde- 
d and blameleſs. It ma kes us eaſie and yielding to Common Cuſtoms, 
nd'Receiv*d Opinions; Ready to comply with a Thouſand Things (of 
hich we are not exactly well ſatisſied) upon the pure ſcore of good 
ature, and becauſe we cannot allow our ſelves to be troubleſume. Abd 
ing found and known to be of thi Eaſie and Complying Temper ; this 
ery thing will invite Ill Spirits, and Ill Men, to make their Attempts 
pur? Rory eter, e OS 821 * 
N the Exerciſe of the Vertue it ſelf, eſpecially where the Prin- 


-—— - 


aſons ple of it is ſtrong, lays us open to ſeveral Failings. It makes us omit 
le of ientimes the Duties Incumbent on us from our Profeſſions and Callings ; 


Ither ud perhaps neglect to rake care of Thoſe, whom it is the Firſt Point of 
that barity to take care of, our Children and Families. It warms us with 
roba · nch a Teal for doing Good, as breaks out ſometimes into Acis, not re- 
© * © Foncileable to the Rules of Diſeretion, Decency and Right Reaſon; and 
hich dq re dif ſervice to the Cauſe of God and Religion, inſtead of pro- 
oting it St. Franc iss Charity went a little too far, 'when it was taken 
p in providing fur Birds, and Beaſts, after à moſt Extrabrdinaty and 
ogular manner ; the Vertue was not at all beholding to him N balag 
5 : þ. wo bd : n l N | e 
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- ſhew'd in ſuch a Dreſs, as, inſteaſt of rendring it deſirable in the Eyes of 


Proof of which I appeal to the Lives of many of thoſe Saints to whom 
the Church of Rome hath allow'd a place in her Calendar! 


the juſt Price of it, and too much to undervalue every thing elſe in com. 
Faith, and make Shipwrack of che Oue, whilſt he is too haſtily and 202 


louſly purſuing the Other. 


ſome Infirmities, is as particularly comforted with a gracious Aſſurance 


| promiſed to hear) are conſtant and carneſt Intereeſſort at the Throne Þ 
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Men, made it look ridiculous, .- N | 
Indeed Love (the Spring Head of Charity) as it is the ſweeteſt of All 
Paſſions, ſo is one of the ſtrongeſt too; and, if it have the Reins but 
once given to it, will go near to run away with its Rider: that is, if: 
due Care be not taken of it, it will exalt our Fancy ſo high, and diſorder 
it ſo much, as to put it out of the Reach and Rule of the Governing Power: 
of the Mind, And then what wild Work doth there follew | Inſtead of 
Wiſe and Rational Ways of Beneficence, fooliſh Undertakings, and im. 
practicable Deſigns ! Inſtead of a manly and fober Form of Devotion, 
all the extravagant Rants and filly Freaks of Enthuſiaſm !/ For the 


Finally, the Charitable Man, who loves every thing, doth not fail 
ſometimes to love his own Vertue too; I mean, that he is apt to over-rate 


. of it. A Man may be fo much ſtruck with the Beauty and Excel- 
ence of Charity, as to be leſs concern d than he ought to be for a ſound 


Thus, I ſay, the Good and Merciful Man, being particularly liable to 


of their Pardon, | | 
zaly, God ſcogps on purpoſe to have plac'd this Mark of Diſtinctiot 
upon Charity, td ſhew us, how tender and careful He is of Our Wel 
fare; what Bowels of Love and Compadion he hath for us: Since That 
is His Favourite Vertue, the Vertue he chiefly delights in, and delight: 
to reward; the Exerciſe ot which is moſt ſweet and comfortable, mol 
uſeful and advantageous to the Sons of Men, He defiga'd, by This con 
vincing Inſtance of his Goodneſs to prove to us, that be was not an hart 
and rigorous Maſter, who enjoin d us Commands, for his own fake, a» 
purely for the pleaſure of being Obey'd ; but that his great Inteatio! 
was, to twiſt our Duty and our Happineſs together: And therefore, t 
more our Eaſe and Ady was concerned in the Practice of any Ver 
tue, the ſtronger Tyes Eogagements to it was he reſolv'd to la 
upon us. | ir fa! 
' 4thly, Charity is particularly available to procure a Remiſſion of thi 
Guilc of Sia, and a Relaxation of the Puniſhment due to it; becauſe i 
particularly. engages in our behalf the Prayers of all God Men, and of af 
Thoſe Perſons to whom the luſtances of our Goodneſs extend. A King 
and Beneficent Man, as He is a ommon Bleſſing to the World, ſo is He bleſs 
by all Mankind that know him: All are ready to Implore the Mercies 
God, Spiritual and Temporal, upon the Merciful-minded ; eſpecially ti 
Poor and Miſerable, ( whoſe Prayers God bath in à particular mann 
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FAY kim, 80 that, been the Poſſeſſors of Others Vertues land 
hiefly upon their Own Bottom for the obraining Pardon and Grace, every 
in almoſt becomes a Supplicant for the Merciful and Liberal: and no 
onder, therefore, if ſuch United Requeſts prevail, But, 
ib hy, and principally,” God hath made This Promiſe to Charity,and. to 
o other Vertue, becauſe ir is really the chief and moſt Excellent of Verrucs; 
und the moſt Excellent Thing ought ro have the moſt Excellent Reward. 
It is the great Perfection, the diſtinguiſhing Grace of a Chriſtian, pre- 
ferable to Faith and Hope, in Dignity, ia Uſe, and in the Length of its 
Duration, as St. Paul hath taught us to reaſon concerning it. It is call'd the 
reat Commandment, Matth. 22. 38, the End of the Commandment, 
1 Nm. 1. 5. and the Fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 13. 10, and it #5 i really 
what it is called. For where this Divine Grace dwells, and reigns, there 
ne Moral Attainment of any kind can be totally wanting. REY 
Charity is the Queen of Vertues® ; the reſt are of Her * Bag & 
Retinue, and Train, as it were; conſtantly attending on apt di 
Her, appearing, and diſappearing with Her: and well, Chryſ. Tom. vi. 
herefore, as a Queen, is ſhe inveſted by Ged with that p. 193. 
Sovereign Prerogative, the Power of covering Sin. It is 
Her Nature to be comprehenſive of, and abounding in many Duties; and 
refore it is Her Reward alſo,” to be a Skreen for many Failings. Cha- 
ity is ſaid in Scripture to eſtabliſh a True Friendſhip, and to create a real 
ikeneſs betycen God and Man: God paſſeth by the Faults, therefore, of 
the Charitable, as a Friend doth thoſe of his Friend; the great Reſem- 
lance of the Divine Nature, which ſhines out in him, &idcs every leſſer 
ort and Degree of Uulikeneſs, and makes it not to be diſcern'd. * 

Tis difficult to ſtop on ſo Fruirful a Subject; and yet more difficult to 
_ one's ſelf becomingly and well, The Tongues of Meg and Angels, 

they are ſaid ro be a worthleſs Gift, in compariſon of wa ſo are 
arichey not All able ro ſer out half the worth and Excellence © St, Paul 
ach done ſomething towards it, in the XIIIth Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle 
he Corinthians ; and to Him I refer you. 
IV. It remains, that I ſhould make thoſe few Inferexce: [intended from 
he Whole, and then point all that hath been ſaid particularly upon the 
Decaſion of this preſent Aſſembly. * And, 

1f, The Truth, which hath been explain'd, ſuggeſts to us one Argu- 
nent againſt their Opinion, who hold Juſtification, and all the Graces of 
e Golpel to be convey d to us by Faith alene; in ſuch a ſenſe as excludes 
any manner of regard to our Works, For if 7uſftification be the putting a 
Man into a tate of Favour vith God by Remiſhon of Sin, then Works 0 
harity which contribute to the Remiſſion of our Sins, muſt contribute alfa. 
Fo our Juſtification. This Point goes generally for a Speculstrve Nicety, 
tot worth inſiſting upon: But ſurely they, who think it ſo, have not well 
onfider'd what Influence it hath experimentally had upon Practice and 2 
Pod Life, in many ot its Aﬀertors. Some Spiritual Libertines, of che 
anrinomian Way, baye by it undermin'd. the FOE Veſigu of the Goſpel ＋ 
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: 100 ſet a er from the Necelfty of being Pious, Juſt, or Good; upen am 


any ways Inſtrumental towards Juſtifying a Sinner, are guilty only of ar 


there are great Helps and Aſſiſtances, enabling us to live up to it; ſo gre 
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other Principle, but that of pure Gratitade buy. And in theſe who. d 
not. riſe to theſe mad Heighths, yet the Perſyafions they have cntertain'd 
about Juſtifying Faith, are obſerved mightily to leſſen their Eſteem. of 
good Works: and from eſtecming them Th to come to practiſe! ben 
Icſs, is, God knows, a very eaſie ſtep, and almoſt an unavoidable one 
Witneſs the celebrated Iutitutiont of a great Divine, in which of Faith 
much every where, of Charity little any where is ſpoken ; and we are not 
therefore to wonder, if the Rules of Charity ſhould is that Book be a lietle 
obſerv d. Indeed theſe very rules of Charity (v hich I would not willingly, 
while I, am mentioning, tranſgreſs) induce me to think, That many 
Learned and Pious Men hold this Doctrine of Juſtification-by Faith alone, 
in its moſt rigid Senſe, without holding, or cven diſcerning the ill Con- 
ſequences that attend it. However, ſince the ill Conſequences: of thiy 
Dodrine are ſufficiently plain, both from Reaſon and Experience (though 
ſuch Men happen not to perocive them) the ſame Rules of Charity forbid 
us, when the Subject falls in our way, to be ſilent conceruing them, or 
ſuffer Men ro think, that thoſe, who exclude good -Works ſrom being 


Innocent Miſtake, which reacheth no farther than bare Speculation, A 

24, Infercr.ce is, That if a Spirit oſ Charity ſhall cover a multitude. of 
Sins; then may we aſſure our ſclves, that the contrary Temper, a Spirit 
of Hatred, Malignity, and Il Will, mall cover a multitude of Virtues, 
1. e. They ſhall not be reckon d as Vertues to him who poſſeſſeth them 
Neither God nos Man ſhall regard them as ſuch, if Charity doth nc 
Crown them. Charity covers many Sins, becauſe it is {> noble and arte 
excellent a Vertue: what Vertue then, beyond this, can there be found 
of value ſufficient to cover the Sin of Uncharitableneſs ? 

z ally, From the Promiſe made in the Text, We may take an occaſion te tror 


relle on the wondrous Goodnefs and Condeſcenſion of God. He hath he 


right to all the higheſt Inſtances and Degrees of Vertue that it is polliblaWBuil, 
for us to abound in; and when we have practis'd them to the utmoſt, w 
have done but what we were ſtrictly obliged to do: And yet ſo far be Mitin 
pleas d to abate of this Right, as to accept the Performance of one Great 
Duty in lieu of the Omiſſion ot many Others. An Act. of Grace and Kind 
acſs, which is enhans'd to us, by conſidering, that Reaſon never did, offi 
could make this known to the Heathen World-; although the GolpdliMo.m 
hath now reveal'd it to us. Nay; remarkable it is (as | obſerv'd to yen 
before) that this Great Duty, which is to compenſate as it were, for a 
©ar-Failings, is the mot pleaſant and delightful Employment that 
longs to us; the moſt agreeable to our Nature, and the moſt uſeful ta ou Need 
gellow- Creatures. Let us not complain, therefare, of the ſtrictneſs of th 
Rule we are to walk by, and of the Hardſhips, which in our ChriſtiuWanc 
Wartare vo are to undergo.” The Rule is ſtrict indeed : but then, heper 


23 and Allowances (ve ſee) ate made to us at laſt, Ke Pract 
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10. do here are indeed Difſicultieg to he undergone: Zut, ſurely, the Labour of 
taind be F bone bf them. That, avirmakes:a kind of Atonement to God for 
m on the Faulcs we commit, ſo doth it make an Amends to us for all the 
then roubles we are at, ig very other part of our Duty ; it gives an caſineſs 
one No that NToke, and a Light neſe to that Burthen which is laid opon us. 


bl 


Faith athl and Laſtly, If the Doctrine laid done be good, then have we in it Bo 


e not he plaſpeſt and moſt quaickning Motive in the World to the Exerciſe of this 
lirtlereat Duty of Charity ; ſuch a motive, as exceeds the united Force of all 


ingly Nhe Arguments which cyer were offer'd in this Caſe; and of whoſe Power 
mani a Man can be inſenſible, all other Motives will doubcleſs, be loſt upon 
alone him. © The wiſe Son ot Syrach thought he had made a reaſorable Plea fur 
Con-MChatity, when he ſaid, Lay up thy Treaſure according to the Command- 


f thifhnents:of the moſt High, and it bal bring thee more Profit than Gold. 


out up Abnt in thy Stora ou ſet, and it ſhal deliver thee from all Afi1#i- 


forbidlfiþy'; I ſbal fig ht for: thee. againſt, thine Enemies better than a mighty - 


Shield, or a ſtrong Spear. Eeclas, xxix. 11,42, 13. But bow flat, and 
old, and unmoving is alf this, when compar'd with rhe Life and Energy 
hat is in thoſe few. Wards; — It Ball coer the multitude of Sins! 
This Motive indeed hath been carried too far, and abus'd to ill Purpoſcs 
en of auother rwe, who, by the help of it, have made the 
oſt impure and profligate Wretches hope for a general Fergiveneſs of all 
heir Sins, ſo they were but liberal enough to the Church in their Wills; 
aud ſetled ſuch a Revenue ypon it, as ſhould make a good number of Fa- 
bers;think it worth their, while to ſay daily Maſſes for the Soul of the De- 
parted... And hoy. groſs a way ſoeyer this is of Expounding the Text, it 
ath-proved a very gainful one to thoſe who made uſe of ir; For perhaps 
ralf the Wealth of the Church of Rome may juftly be attributed to it. A 
trong Perſuaſion of the; Truth of this Ex poſition ſcems to have been one of 
he chief Foundation; ſtones, upon which a great Part of her charitable 
Buildings have been Erected. r e | 
The Miniſters of the Reform'd Church, indeed, dare not go fo far in in- 
iting.you to Works of Charity and Mercy: But thut they dare, and do 
rm, That a true Prigciple of Charity, is that Qualification of Mind, 
bich of all others is: moſt gratctul and acceptable to God; and ſuch as, 
the Day of final Retribution, He will have a particular Regard to, fo as 
o make ao ſevere Scrutiny into that Man's Faults and Failings, who harh 
minently guided his Life and Practice by it. And this they think ſoffi- 
tently intimated in gur .Saviour's Account of the Proceſs of that Day; 
here the only Head of Enquiry he mentions, is, what good and charitabls 
Needs we have done to any of our poor Brethren? Which implies thus much 
War leaſt ;1. That t hig will be the chief Point upon which we Mall be examin'd; 
d chat our Acquitial, as to Negleds in other Parts of our Duty, will 
epend very much upon guy being able to give a good Aofyer tor, | 
And, I hape, this Aſſurance it felf is a ſufficient Encouragemeor to the 
Ti Practice of Charity, without our needing to ſtrain the Words of the Text 
neh 
> good Man would wiſh that ve might, take them in. V. There 


% 


o ſo Extravagant a Senſe, as no wiſe Man can belRve that we ought, and 


2 | "#4 ? | : 
\ a ad EGO ath yet been mention'd . 


Charity: 


dim for Her Pious and Munificent Founder. 


may thus heartily always continue to join Their Enden vours and lutereſte 
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to which they may. however, be innocently: and truly ex They have been * 
hicherro conlder” only as containing a Par icular Promiſe to Particular Perſons : They 
may be underſtood allo wich regard to thoſe Ble which Publick Chari:ies procure a 
on Publick Stares and Communi:ies, For it is true allo, that Acts of Chariry ſhall Cover Ie. 
the Sins of Cities and Kingdons, as well as thoſe of Private Men, if Cities and Kingdom 
do generally agree to perform them. | f „„ ie nnn. 
Sur Fore-fathers, we may preſume, were of This Opinion ; and were powerfully 
iuftuenc d by it, towards ſetting forward tho Charitabe Deſigns, which are a Laft- 
ing Honour and Advantage to this City and Kingdom. They could not but fee, tha 
the Wealch of the Church, tho it was really grown roo Great, and was by ſome Rich 
Lazy Orders in it — . wy yet had been retrench d. on this Account, 
— what needed; and had no: been apply d afterwards to any Religious, or Pub- 
Uſe : but was ſquaader d away fot the moſt part upon Favorites, and upoa ſuch 
as fell in wich the Honeſt Zeal of our firſt Reform ere, not out of any P of Con- 
ſcience, but the mere n of enriching Themſelves out of the Pluader of Abbies and 
Monafteries. The Senſe of this, d ubrlefs, affected deeply the Good and Pious 'Men of 
thoſe Times; and made them very Barneſt and Active ro procure ſome part of hel 
Church: Spoils to be ſet atide for Charitable Uſes : that Retribution, as it were, might, 
by This Means, be made to God, of what had been torn away in to) Large Proporti. 
ons fromhiz Worſhip and Service: To ſpeak plainly ————rhat by a true Spirit d 
e Sins might be Cover'd, which a Spirit of Luſt arid Avarice, under the pre 


ch 
rence of Reforming the Abuſes of Charity, had cau d! 

And theſe Endeayours of theirs God bleſs'd fo wonderfully, that ſome 
Millions of Money were, in a few Years, contributed towards ereQting and 
endowing Here, and in other Parts of our Country, Hoſpitals and Houſet 
of Charity, This ſufficiently baffled the Calumnies, and ftopp'd the Mouths 
of Our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome; who try'd us down, as Men 
that were Retorming away Good Works, and turning all Religion into x 
Notional Faith, ' How Other Proteſtagt Countries have free Themſelvet 
from that Imputation, I am not able to ay ſure I am, Ours clear d it 
ſelf ſo well from it, as to turn the Edge the Objection back upon the 
Church of Rome it ſelf. For, upon a Fair and Impartial 'Compurttion, it 
appears, that there were Greater Expences upon Publick Works of Chari- 
ty (ſuch, I mean, as we are at preſent diſcourfing of) in Sixty Years after 


the Reformation, than had been in Five times that Number of Years, vhile . 


Popery ſtood: ſome have added, —— than theſę were from the Congueſ 
down to King Edward the Sixth; thit Good and Excdllent Prinee, the 
Grea Promoter and Encourager of theſe Works; and Who is not to be 
mention'd, withor particular Honour, in This Houfe; 'which acknowledge 


— 


I cannot but obſerve to You, here, that it was the Ruling Part of Thi: Er 
Great City, with a Good Biſhop ef London, and Marryr for the Proteſtant 
Religion, at the Head of them, that by their "United Application ſtirr d 
up that Youg Prince to,underrake fo publick ſpirited 4 Deſign. And it is 
natural for me alſo at the ſame Time to wiſh, that That Honourable Body 


with Thoſe of Their Right Reverend Dioceſan, in promotingP ublick Cha- 
rities, and Publick Bleſſings of any kind, either in Church, or State. 
' Indeed, it mult always be remember'd, to rhe Honour of this Great — 
| 
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hat, as Her Foundations of Rs larger, for ouglit I can find, than 
ole of any Other City in the Chriſtian World; fo they were All rais'd 
4 endow'd, either directly by Her Own Members; or, if by Other Hands, 
t at Her carneſt and importunate Suit: So that the Fabricks, and Re- 
ues of this Kind, that beloag to Her, are not only (as in Other Parts} 
e Uſeſul Ornaments of the Place, but ſo many ſtanding Monuments alſo 
the Great Piety, and Unparallell Bounty of Her Anceſtors ; who a» 
iced the Cauſe ot the Poor and the Infirm, the Lame and Wounded, the 
grant and Lunacick, with ſuch 2 particular Induſtry and Zeal, as had 
ofe Great and Bleſſed Effects, which we at This Day fee and feel, A Zeal, 
ver to be forgotten by Men! and which, we hope, God allo will never 
rget ! bor, when he comes down to Viſit this City for the many Ill Ef- 
de of Wealth miſapply'd, will, for the ſake of ir, Viſit in Mercy; and 
nider the Multitude of Her Charities as well as That of Her Sins ; Gra- 
uſly allowing the One to be in ſome Meaſure a Cover to the Other 

But 1 have not Room to ſpeak ſeverally of All the Great Benefactions 
ch which She.abounds ;, and am call d upon, by the Occaſion of this Pre- 
nt Aſſembly, to ſay ſomewhar more particularly of thoſe of This Pace. 

I think it, by no mean, a fit and decent thing to vye Charities, and to 
ed the Reputation of One upon the Ruines of another: This 18, for the 
ke of Charity to forget che True Character, and Eſſential Properties of 
- Which are, as St. Paul tells us, to be kind, and nor to envy, net to 
aunt it ſelf, or be puffed up, not to behave it ſelf unſeemly, 1 Cor, 13. 
5: However, This, I think, I may ſay, with Modeſty and Truth, to the 
dvanrage of Thar Charity to which we belong; Thar, though theBortom 
Wealth, it ſtands upon, be not ſo Large as chat of fome Others, yet 1s 
in the Deſiga of it ſo Comprehenfive and Full, as not any where, I think, 
b be parallell'd. | 
Here are Suppliet to Outward Want and Neceſfity Liberally imparted ; 
he Poor and Fatherlefs, not only taken Care ot, but fe bred up, as to 
» uſeful to the Common-wealth, and perhaps to take care of many O- 
ers. Here Idle, and Uſeleſs, (and therefore Neceſſitous) Perſons are 
oght the Beſt of Leſſons, Labour; inur'd to it, and made acquainted 
ich it; aud then feat out with ſuch a Stock of Induſtry, as will do them 
ave real Service than any Other Kind of BenefaQion ; if They will buc 
ike uſc of it, and improve it. 

Here; Looſe Men and Women are reduc'd by wholſome Diſeipline, and 
| grants by Conſinement: Puniſhment it ſelf is made an Inſtrument of 
Rant ech and Goodneſs ; and, as Meat is provided for the Belly, fo is there 
| Rod for the Back of Fools, Theſe Particular Inſtances of Charity deſerve 
be enlarg d on It. is an Argument that hath no: yer been handled in 


ufo Extent, and my perhaps asl your Patience, on ſome Other 
ereſi N cc ον : but the Time to which I am contin'd, is now almod run out, 
Cha- Nd chere are yet Other Inſtances bebind, to be inſiſted on. For 


Here, not only External Neceſſities are relieved, but Inward Wants alſo 


Body, Ne ſupply'd ; not Ill Manners only are oùtwardly corte & ed, but III Di- 
| pohrions 
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oßtions alſo are better'd, IN Minds refo md. And Every fngle Iaſtance i: 
1 ind is not confin d to the erſdn who receiy. s the Beneſit, but is a real Service | 
11 * Whole Co amutitv. It puts a my to a ij reading Plague ; nay, it gets Ground 
ir, ty making Thoſe, who have had the latection, tart Phyſicians to Others, by Teil 
Example, and Future Good Manners, | 
Nay, Here, Men recover their Underſtandings as well as their Ver:ues ; th. | 
they recover their Very Szives z and are made once again Member: of the Ra: 4 
Creation, ble to See and Know their Duty, and to Guide themſelves by that x 
lege of it; to yay the r Re. ſanable Service 0 God, and to maintain a Civ 
courtè wi eh Men | | 
þ Avd on this Occaſion, that: Worthy and Learned Perſon deſerves a rarticular, - | 
if G:aceful ment on who hath, by hi, Eminent Skill, aſſiſted the Hoſpital to be © 
| riiable in This Way, to much greater Numbers of Lunaticks, chan have been K. 
to be Cur'd in For ner Times. 
| Sy tha: this Great Recepracle of Miſerable Objects of every kind, ſeem to 
* tha Medicinal Pool at Betheſda. where there were Vertues propet for evety Mala 
all lafirmit es were equ by heal'd, in Thoſe, who had the Happineſs to ger into 
can carry the Parallel no farther, Fthank God. For the Prudence and vig 
or it's Governours, as it hith r o hath, fo, I quettion not, always will take | J 
that ( Contrary to what happen'd to the Impotent Man in That Story) The; 
have n oſt nee 1 of the Pool, hall cvet have the Huppineis to ger firſt into it [+++ 
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| tialty is the 80 l of Mercy, as well. as Juſtice z and add Farther D.'g: ecs of U 

I Baty to the moſt Uſeful and BeautifH Taing in the Wo 1. 

# | 70 give You, therefore, in tile the true Character of This Great Begeiac 

1 As Chuiry comp: izeth almoſt all Knds ot Vertves.; {6 do h This Foundation t- 

| aim ſt all So ts of Charities! Bu: tho? all the Chief kinds of Beneficence arc | > 
purtu d, yer many Miſerable Objetis in Each Kind are not poſſible t) be re. 


1 wirn the preſeat S ock of Charity, which belongs either ro This Hofita), «: | 
| al! Fer dcher Kivals in This Labour of Love? God open the Hands of the 

and dir ac the H-arre of the Merciful, co buid upon the Foundation Their Force.. 
have laid; and wo (upply what is wanting, to complear Their Deligns ' App. £ 


. 
| Themitlves thus, the due (Heirs of Their Pioty and Bounty, as well as of | 7 
[- Wealth! Ele, thele Great Buildings and Endowments of à former Age, like 7 
| " VV _r:novs Ads and Archievenrs of the Firſt Founders of Noble Families, wi'l bed 4 
a Repro ch, rather than be an Honour, to a Degenerate and Worthlels Foſterity. 
' Conſider with Your {tives , how God hath bleſt this Ci for the lake of the m 
| f Works that have been done in Her ; I lay, for the fake of them. Fo 
| Man carry his Thoughts back to that Time, When theſe Good Delagns were ati {2 


on foot, arid He ſhall find, from Thence the Riſe and Growth of this City in 7 . 
| Wealth, Intereſt, and Greatneſꝭ, is previſely to be dated. 
| | May it grow o, it the ſame Proportion and by che fame Means alſo { 1 & 
q may there ſtill be found ſi ch a'Number of Charitable Perions in it, 23 will co 
| the Chara ter which hach khiche:co belong'd 10 it; and, by That means, fecur 
| Continuation o? Gos Bleſſing upon it. May Charicy go on to have it's / 
. Work; not Living meerly upon the Old Stock, not continuing at à Ray ; bur 
| ing and Increafing ſtill, as che Neceſſities of Some Men increaſe, and the Ab., 
6f Others to Re ive them! And thus ſpreading it ſelf to a wider Coma, ² 
1 aſſuredly procure a Greater Share of. God's Mercies, and Cover a giester I 


| of our Sins. A 
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That This may be the Caſe, the Good and Mereiful God grant, t/ 
:he Great Stewarl and Diſpenſer of hu Mercies, Chriſt the Rig cM 
Te whom, with the Father, and the Holy 'Ghoſ#, be  aſcrib"d. 


| 
1 

| | moſt due, all Honour, Adoration, and Praiſe : Now, and Ever! Any 
| | te. * 2 
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